
This is a section taken from the minutes of the FXU Student Council meeting 05.03.2014, discussing 

the agenda item ‘No More Page 3’ motion. This motion was put forward by Tilda  Dunn, FXU Equal 

Opportunities Officer. It outlines the ensuing debate from the proposal.  

FXU Student Council Debate 05.03.2014: Motion Proposal ‘No More Page 3 – 

Boycott of The Sun on the University Campuses’: 
 

The Chair announced there would be an equal amount of time allowed for arguments for 

and against this proposal, starting with Tilda Dunn’s proposing argument as the main 

proposer, as well as time for questions and responses. A vote would then have been taken at 

the end of the debate, however as the meeting is not quorate, an email vote will be taken.  

See the attached relevant paper for the full motion proposal. 

Tilda proposed that the FXU Student Council support this motion to be the official stance for 

FXU. In support of her motion, Tilda made the following points: 

-Those who have proposed this motion believe that Page 3 presents women as objects for 

men’s sexual gratification. This objectification is not suitable in a national newspaper and 

fuels detrimental values towards women and the ‘News in Briefs’ aspect of ‘Page 3’ presents 

a view of women as unintelligent and passive. 

-Women need to be more supported in the media, because these images are starting to 

become normalised.    

-Why boycott page 3? Page 3 is the most visible expression of misogyny that we have in this 

country’s media as the imagery appears in a National newspaper, which widely distributed.  

-The sun has the largest circulation of any paper in the UK (2 million copies are sold a day) 

showing that their content has huge power over us culturally.  

-FXU upholds an equal opportunity policy and promotes it throughout these campuses. 

Equality means that we recognise the barriers and discrimination individual’s face and we 

strive to demolish this. 

-We have a duty to represent our members. We collected 63 signatures in 3 hours on 

Monday in favour of the boycott, and a further 29 online. 

-So far, 32 and counting Universities have all voted in favour of removing the newspaper 

from their shops and the online national petition has reached just under 54,000 signatures.  

-I want to emphasise that this is not a question of freedom of press or censorship issue. I am 

asking FXU to lobby FXPlus to boycott The Sun until Page 3 is removed. Furthermore, it does 

not prevent anyone from walking round the corner to the spar shop to buy one if they wish 

to. 

-This is also why, with this motion, I am asking the FXU to take a look at the media that is 

sold on campus and ask our students what they would like to change. 



-Do we want to take a stand and say, no, we respect women, we think women are more 

than the sum of their bodily parts, and most importantly we respect our students? 

The Chair opened the floor to opposing arguments and discussion by the Council. 

A Council member pointed out that not many students had been asked on this campus and 

that 62% of students at Exeter Streatham campus via the Students’ Guild had voted against 

banning The Sun in a Guild referendum, therefore this is reflective of here.  

An attending student disagreed with this pointing out that Penryn Campus is a totally 

different campus and group of students and we cannot take this as the opinion here.  

A Council member raised the point that journalism students would need to access to this 

media as often a subject/this medium is used for coursework. Tilda responded by saying if 

students were worried about this, they can easily ask their lecturer to buy in for the course. 

The shop doesn’t stock the Daily Star and this doesn’t seem to be a problem. 

A Council member asked if the motion referred to hard copies only of the newspaper and if 

so, this needs to be made clear. Tilda confirmed this was the case and agreed to change the 

wording in the motion accordingly. 

A Council member raised that other magazines also have this kind of content and sometimes 

worse that are stocked in the shop. Tilda responded that she was aware of that, but this 

motion is about showing support for a national campaign.  

A Council member said that their freedom of choice was taken away, but that they agree in 

principle with the points made. They then questioned where it will stop due to there being 

other content like this in the media. Tilda responded by saying that this motion is only about 

The Sun, as they are considered as one of the main culprits , and it is about supporting this 

national campaign. This is not a motion to ban everything. 

A Council member pointed out that people don’t really buy the sun for Page 3. Tilda 

responded that this was exactly her point and that it is unnecessary and outdated as well as 

being damaging to perceptions of women so why have it in the paper at all.  

Chaz asked for further information such as sales figures from the shop, Falmouth and Exeter 

statistics of responses to the poll. Tilda agreed to gain these and provide to the Council.  

A Council member pointed out that controversy sells so thought unlikely this campaign will 

work. 

Tilda pointed out that students can still have the freedom to buy the paper from other shops 

down the road or read online. This is about action of the Students’ Union.  

Rob Gofton, CEO of FXU, advised evidence would be needed on student opinion on this and 

pointed out that FXU would be lobbying FX Plus and the universities not to sell/distribute 

The Sun, but it may not happen.  



A Council member requested a referendum for all students to take place on this as deemed 

too controversial for the FXU Student Council to take a vote on this. 

Tilda added finally that this has been positive so far, good to have these discussions and for 

students to be getting involved. 

It was pointed out that in order for a referendum to take place, a majority vote from the 

Student Council was needed or Tilda could raise a 100 signature petition. It was agreed the 

Student Council would be asked and an email vote sent out as soon as more information, 

including evidence requested had been received by Tilda. 

 

Following the meeting, the Council voted by email for the motion to go to referendum – an all 

student vote. 

 


